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Trial By Fréeway

By Karen Telleen-Lawton
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“ Hunched m the back sezt of our metaliic ~lack Corolia,
freeway call boxes whiz by, grimly figurng lid be wallking to one My
datighteri~ face flushed in and out of darkness under the miermuttent
feewny ghie The gas gavge had read empty’ for twenty, nules, but iy
hushend and T su mute, recording our ohsen aions on httle noepads,

A last she snepped on the nght turn signal &nc steered smoothly <:-rfl'
the freew ay roling 1mno @ gus steion placec strmiesncaliy at the base o
pie sump  She anpped oul and gassed up. humoimng o dispel any
though: we might bave that <he wasn'™ in complete conwel. The vmme-
dhate ormis fad passed

Wi were Coloradoans when our daughter passed driver traung tao
vesrs prenviolaly She learned to navigete the mouniam roads around
our home ir slippesy e storms as well as theesprng snows, We lrus-
ed her driving skalls in difticult sieabens,

But afrer moving w San Manno, we facee new doving dangers The
Couthland Bas many more drivers who interpret stop cgrals as recent-
Iy green ™ The freew av svstem is a worle apast from Boulder's single

See KAREN, page A-6
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From page A-4

Denver-bound highwayv. Now
seventeen, our daughter begged
to drive to Corona del Mar to
see a visiting Boulder friend.
Thinking of the five freeways,
unknown territory, and return
trip in the dark, I was reticent o
allow it.

After much negotiation, her
father and T agreed to accompa-
ny her. monitoring her progress
from the back seat. She pre-
pared by studying the Thomas
Guide and recording the direc-
tions. On a brisk March
Sunday, we set out after church,
a confident driver chauffeuring
rear occupants braced for a long
day of silent testing.

The drive down was pretty
smooth.  She suffered one
moment of hesitation on a free-
way exit decision, but managed
to make a save maneuver
Later, Iooking for her friendis
street,
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names at: th'a’t'ihter's'edtion. Bt

she found it easily on' thé
retrace, and spent a jubilant day
on the beach with her friend.
The return trip was rocky
from the start.  She was the
same confident and competent
driver, but her nascent navigat-
ing skills conspired with the
early winter dark to thwart her,
First she dashed through the
Pacific Coast Highway intersec-
tion looking for Highway 1
(whicli it is). Arriving wt a T,
after a couple of miles. she con-
sulted the map in the waning
light, and found her way back
on track. We silently willed her
to check the gas gauge. which
had already read ‘empty’ when
we retrieved her at the beach,
She navigated the maze of
freeway interchanges onto the
603, where she finally realized

she read the I'liht-,Sld;,

street agns,\rmssmg her fi g emh”t‘mrhmod che

“..come LA or
high water.”

she was running on fumes. B
as she reentered the freew
after refueling, her next freew
change was upon us. We wer
shunted east before she coul
maneuver west. No problen
she intoned cheerfully encugl
she exited the first opportunit
ready to cross over and retrac
Dave and I peered at each ot
across the blinking dark: th
off ramp had no onramp.

Our teenager masked he
arxiety with light chatrer an
humming. or perhaps she w:
oblivious 10 the dangers ¢
potentially stumbling into gan
rertitory.  Eventually, she war
dered about a mile to find a
onramp, and was on her wa
home once more. Her la
snafu again put us on gan
alert, as she ended up headin
south rather than north whil
ramping off the Pomona fre
Way, Clrclmg through o dar
turne
mmm;li{amt
\\here we arrived  exhauste
and relieved.

In the next few days. we use
our notes w0 debrief. praisin
her driving skill and cali
demeanor as well as elicitin
her suggestions for improve
ments.  She needed no prox
ding to express how muc
more is involved in reaching
destination than just driving
Now that wefre on the sam
sde, she lhus driven w0 th
Feach, Magic Mountain, an
even Santa Barbard alene witt
out a mishap.

Well, a fence in the SMH
senior lot did get in her way
fewr months ago. But despit
inevitalble bumps in the roac
together we are building a cor
fident, independent, and saf
high school senior, come LA ©
fugh water,
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